Homework Policy

 Introductory Statement 

The staff of Our Lady of Mercy N.S. drafted this policy on 14 October 2005, parents were consulted in 2005 and parents reviewed it in January 2009.

Rationale 

The existing policy is due for review. The staff wished to have a common policy in relation to homework in the school. 

Relationship to characteristic spirit of the school 

Our Lady of Mercy N.S. seeks to enable each pupil to develop his/her potential. Homework encourages pupils to work independently and take responsibility for their assignments.

Aims 

.. To benefit pupil learning 

.. To reinforce work done in class 

.. To develop study skills 

.. To promote a similar approach to homework across all classes 

.. To strengthen links between home and school 

Guidelines (content of policy) 

General: 
• All classes will get homework from Monday night to Thursday night. However there are exceptions when children get off homework on special occasions at the discretion of the teacher. Shared reading will be given at weekends. Fifth and sixth classes will get homework some weekends when preparing for special events

• All pupils will not get the same homework – provision is made for pupils with special needs/language difficulties 

• There is a balance between oral, reading and written work 

• Homework is seen as reinforcement of work done in class

• Homework is given at the end of day in junior classes and following the lesson in senior classes 

•First Classes and upwards have a homework journal.

• Parents are expected to check the homework journal. If there is a difficulty with homework not being completed parents will then be asked to sign the homework journal. Library reading or some form of shared reading should be done every day with your child.

Suggested length of time homework should take for the average pupil, provided a genuine effort is made:

Junior/Senior Infants: 10 minutes

First Class: 20 minutes

Second Class: 30 minutes

Third/Fourth Class: 30/40 minutes

Fifth Class: 45 minutes

Sixth Class: 1 hour

Types of Homework

Homework will vary but these are general guidelines on types of homework given in the different classes:

Junior Infants: a book for parents to read with pupil, some writing practice of letters and numbers (Book – Mon. and Wed., Writing on Tuesday. After Christmas a little more)

Senior Infants: Reading and some writing practice

First Class: Reading, spellings, tables. Written homework and sums after Christmas

Second: Reading, Spellings, Maths, Tables, Written work or learning

Third, Fourth Classes:  English and Irish Reading, English and Irish Spellings, Tables, Maths, written work

Fifth, Sixth Classes: English and Irish Reading, Spellings, Writing, Tables, Maths, Some learning or Art.

Special Class: Reading and writing / Speech and language programmes

· All homework is checked. 

• Homework can be used as part of the system of rewards/sanctions 

• If homework is not done or is untidy pupils have to do the homework at break time. 

• Senior pupils are taught study skills to assist them with their homework

• There is a homework club in the Resource centre ( 3-5 p.m., phone Anna at 51315)

• Family circumstances are taken into consideration. 

Pupils: 
• Homework is the responsibility of the pupil in relation to the homework s/he is given. However in Junior Classes parents will have to help them more

• If pupils are having a problem with homework they are encouraged to attempt the homework and if unable to complete assignment they are to ask the teacher

Parents/Guardians: 
• Parents/guardians can help establish a routine for doing homework – quiet place, a set time – early in evening, try to prevent interruptions.

• Parents of pupils in junior classes have to help their children do their homework as it involves shared reading. In other classes the parents should check the homework and examine it
• If there are difficulties with homework the parent can provide further explanation or do easier examples. The parent should write a note in the homework journal explaining the problem that arose. It is essential that the parent/pupil should inform the teacher

• The school takes into consideration the language, literacy levels etc. of individual families 

Success Criteria 

• Feedback from teachers, pupils, parents 

• Satisfactory homework exercises and assignments submitted by pupils 

Roles and Responsibility 

The Class teacher, the Pupils, the Principal and Parents/Guardians all have a responsibility towards implementing this policy

Implementation Date 

This policy was given to the Parent Association for discussion and amendments.

Timetable for Review: next year if necessary

Ratification & Communication 

After consultation with all the parents this policy was ratified by the BOM on 16/11/05. Parents reviewed it in January 2009 and were very happy with it.

